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The Ink Art of China 

Chinese ink artists are profoundly relevant to contemporary Chinese society 
but until recently have been largely neglected by curators and critics alike, with 
prices therefore also undervalued.
 They are important as representing the link between China’s great past and the 
galloping pace towards her future. Their work incorporates a deep understanding of 
classical Chinese culture, which they believe to be essential in their quest to create 
a new pictorial language that expresses the fundamentals of today’s world. It is 
therefore probable that the new generation of collectors in China and the diaspora 
will look at this area of the art-market as the most significant contemporary 
manifestation of Chinese civilization.
 China is the oldest surviving civilization on earth and Chinese contemporary 
ink works, from calligraphy and painting to photography and video, express the 
continuation of this vast past in ways which are meaningful for society today, both 
in China and the West.

Calligraphy is the sublime and central achievement of China but it has 
been almost impossible until recently for westerners to grasp the significance of 
calligraphy for the Chinese. It has been the foundation-stone of their society since 
the dawn of civilization. As Simon Leys has written ‘it is the most elite of all arts . . . 
practiced by emperors, aesthetes, monks and poets’ throughout history but also 
ostentatiously alive today in advertisements, cinema posters, restaurants, teahouses, 
railway stations, temples and on rough peasant village doors and walls.
 The original purpose of Chinese script, which goes back c. 3,700 years and appears 
on tortoise shells and shoulder-blades of oxen, was to forecast all major decisions of 
state: harvest and hunting, war and peace. Gradually, however, from the latter part 
of the Han period (3rd century AD), its original purpose was eclipsed by a growing 
interest in its aesthetic character and in its role as a conduit for the calligrapher’s 
individual creativity. And from then on it became the most important of all the arts, 
with painting as its intimate but subservient partner.
 Calligraphy is executed in ink on silk or paper, with a brush. In order to master 
this brush on the absorbent paper, which tolerates no error or correction, the artist 
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has to achieve a high degree of concentration, balance and control. It is these quali-
ties, allied to intuition and intelligence, that make this art, like the other three major 
arts of China, painting, poetry and music (of the Qin or zither) one of interpretation. 
In this respect the calligrapher can be compared to the pianist who interprets the 
composer but whose every touch, like every brush-stroke by a great calligrapher, 
becomes an extension of the interpreter’s mind.
 Although calligraphy became the pre-eminent and elite art of China, with its 
masters, critics, connoisseurs and collectors, it has also been practiced for hundreds 
of years by literally millions of Chinese for whom it is a method for achieving the 
harmonious integration of mind and body, the key to supreme enlightenment.
 But as its high status evolved, it was its indissoluble association with the scholar-
gentleman and his mastery of the art that established it as manifesting the core 
concept of Chinese civilization – harmony –  whether it pertains to the structure of 
society or to the individual’s alignment with the universal rhythms of the universe. 
And so it became the purpose of civilized man, of the gentleman, to become part 
of the dynamic rhythm of creation and to contribute to the coherent ordering of 
society. So this elite of scholars became perhaps the most cultivated elite the world 
has known . . . intent on practicing the arts of calligraphy, painting, poetry and 
music in order to realize their own humanity by cultivating and developing the 
inner life. The rich intellectual and spiritual life of these literati has been captured in 
many enchanting paintings depicting their gatherings in shaded garden pavilions, 
drinking wine, composing poetry, practicing and enjoying calligraphy and painting, 
as well as refining the art of convivial conversation.
 
Painting, together with calligraphy, poetry and music, constitutes one of the 
four key traditional arts of China and is an extension of the art of calligraphy. It is 
therefore, like calligraphy, linked to the sacred prestige of the written word. One’s 
first encounter with a Chinese painting will immediately betray its literary nature. 
Unlike a western painting that hangs on a wall, the Chinese work is mounted in the 
form of a scroll, which by its nature is related to the world of books. It belongs to the 
realm of the written word.
 A further distinction that has made it difficult for western art lovers to fully 
appreciate Chinese painting is that the Chinese are simply not interested in 
transcribing or depicting reality. His objective is rather to ‘write the meaning of 
things’ . . . to express the idea. Thus the role of the painting is to incorporate the 
minimum visual codes or clues to inspire its full and invisible fruition in the 
viewer’s imagination.
 Again, the Chinese aesthetic is very different to that of the West. The prime 
purpose for the scholar is the cultivation of an inner life, the ultimate aim of which 

is to perfect one’s character in order to attain the moral stature befitting one’s status 
as a gentleman. Thus the notion of beauty as such is irrelevant, indeed is often 
considered to be a superficial distraction from the purpose of nourishing the energy 
of the gentleman in capturing the spirit or essence of nature. In fact the ultimate 
‘beauty’ of a work does not depend on its beauty. It is the result of its inner ‘truth’ and 
it is this moral concept that is at the heart of all Chinese aesthetics.
 It is important to understand that art for the Chinese is part and parcel of their 
concept of morality and of how to live one’s life and how to order society. And it is the 
written word (the word in ink) that is the binding agent constituting the continu-
ity of the revered civilization and essential for understanding Chinese society, past 
and present.

The successors of the gentleman-scholars described above are today’s ink 
artists. They are deeply aware of the classical canon and its aesthetic and moral 
imperatives and have carefully studied the old masters. However, just as Picasso 
and Cézanne studied Raphael, Poussin, Velázquez and others in order to create their 
revolutionary pictorial language, so the new literati are doing the same in order to 
formulate their own revolution for their work to be relevant to, and meaningful for, 
the world of today. And revolutionary and culturally subversive it is. More subtle 
than the contemporary oil painters with their abrasive handling of overtly political 
themes, the ink painters embody their revolutionary message in works that are not 
afraid to take account of the past in order to make sense of the present.
 Very many different stylistic approaches have therefore evolved over the past 30 
years. Works now range from those that at first sight look quite traditional but in 
fact embody powerful fresh aesthetic initiatives by artists like Liu Dan, Li Xubai, 
Li Huayi, Yang Yanping and Wang Dongling, via those poised delicately in an 
intermediate style, such as Lo Ch’ing, Qiu Deshu, Liu Qinghe and Li Jin to those that 
are unambiguously avant-garde seen in the works of Yang Jiechang, Qiu Anxiong, 
Qiu Zhijie, Gu Wenda, Wei Ligang and others. But all of the best contemporary 
practitioners have a common purpose . . . to create works that do not jettison the great 
cultural legacy of the past in formulating a language that addresses the intellectual 
cultural and social issues of today.
 It is our view therefore that these few (only 50 or so of international stature) 
artists are poised to assume a historic relevance as the cultural conduit between 
China’s great past and her future. And as such they are likely to shortly become the 
target of the new generation of collectors and museums in China and the diaspora 
who, in their new-found national pride and following the global fashion that only 
contemporary is cool, will be hungry for contemporary manifestations of their 
country’s enduring civilization.
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裡的文明之士…中國的文士專注地磨練書法、繪畫、詩詞與音律藝術，修煉內
在涵養以展現獨特人品。在許多優美的中國畫當中，常可見到文人相聚於林蔭
小亭中，飲酒賦詩，揮毫作畫，同時磨練言談機鋒，由此可窺知這些文人豐富
的知識與精神面貌。

詩、書、畫、樂並稱中國四大傳統藝術，畫乃書之餘。書畫同樣脈生於神
聖的文字傳統。初識中國畫者，定會立即察覺畫中的文學特質。和掛在牆上
的西方繪畫不同，中國畫裝裱在捲軸上，本質與書籍相似。脫離不了文書的範
疇。

西方藝術愛好者無法充分欣賞中國繪畫之美的另一層原因在於，中國人不
愛記錄或描摹現實。他們是以「寫意」…來表達思想。因此，繪畫的功能是匯
集最簡約的視覺記號或線索，來啟發觀看者廣袤無形的想像世界。

除此之外，中國美學與西方美學甚為迥異。中國學者的主要任務是陶冶性
靈，其終極目標是克己修身，達到符合君子之名的道德高度。因此，審美與
否，當屬次要，他們甚至認為對美的虛浮追求，會使文人士子分心，妨礙他們
追求自然的精神或真諦。事實上，真正的創作之「美」不在外表。而是其內在
「真理」的展現，這也是深植於所有中國美學之中的基本道德觀。

因此，我們應該體認到，對中國人而言，藝術無法與道德或立身處世之道
相互切割。而文字（筆墨）正是傳續悠久中華文明、了解中國古今社會的關鍵
要素。

當代水墨藝術家繼承了上述文人學者的精神。他們不僅深諳經典古籍與其
美學、道德原則，更精心鑽研古代大師創作。然而，就像畢卡索和塞尚要研究
拉斐爾、普桑、委拉斯奎茲等大師作品，以便開創自己革命性的繪畫語言，新
一代的文人也以相同方式來形塑自己的藝術革命，企圖與當今世界對話、展露
自身意義。這無疑充滿革命與文化層面的顛覆力量。與常用直率手法表達政治
思想的當代油畫家相比，當代水墨畫家表達革命思想的方式更加微妙，因為他
們不畏師古以開今。

正因如此，過去三十多年來湧現如此多元豐富的水墨繪畫風格。包括從作
品乍看承襲傳統技法、其實隱含強大美學新活力的創作者如劉丹、李虛白、李
華弋、楊燕屏、王冬齡，到悠遊於傳統與現代之間的創作者如羅青、仇德樹、
劉慶和、李津，到絕對前衛的楊詰蒼、徐黯雄、邱志杰、谷文達、魏立剛等。
但是所有傑出的當代藝術創作者都懷抱一個共同目標…就是在不揚棄珍貴文化
傳統的前提下，創造出足以回應現代知識、文化與社會議題的新藝術語彙。

有鑑於此，我們認為這批為數不多的（達到國際高度者僅五十位左右）水
墨藝術家已經蓄勢待發，他們將承擔起貫通中國珍貴傳統與未來文化的重要角
色，發揮歷史影響力。如此一來，他們很可能迅速成為新世代中國與海外收藏
家及博物館的收藏目標，這些重新找到對中國文化的自信，並依循全球潮流，
相信只有當代藝術才是王道的收藏家，絕對不應忽略這些凝聚其本國永恆文明
精髓的當代藝術結晶。

麥克 格豪士

水墨藝術

中國水墨藝術家在當代中國社會裡地位舉足輕重，然時至今日，他們的成
就仍未受到藝術策展人與評論家的充分重視，市場價格也因此偏低。

水墨藝術家之所以重要，是因為他們銜接了中國輝煌的過去與猛進的未
來。他們的作品鎔鑄了對古典中國文化的深刻涵養，並確知必須如此，才能創
造出深切表現當代核心議題的全新繪畫語言。因此，新世代中國本土與海外收
藏家們應將水墨畫壇，視為中華文明最重要的當代藝術表現。

中國是綿延至今最古老的文明，中國當代水墨創作，無論透過書法或繪
畫，攝影或錄像形式，均試圖以當今中國與西方社會能夠領會的方式，呈現其
與悠久中國文化之間的血脈關係。

書法是中國文化的結晶，地位最為崇高，直至晚近，西方人仍無法掌握書
法對中國人的深刻意義。自文明肇造之時，書法便為中國社會的基石。正如李
克曼 (Simon Leys) 所言，「此乃百藝之精…歷代君王、士族、僧侶與詩人，無
不勤習，」直至今日，書法仍奔騰活躍於廣告、電影海報、餐廳、茶館、鐵路
車站、寺廟，甚至鄉野農家的門牆之上。

漢字最早出現於三千七百多年前的龜殼與牛肩胛骨上，用來占卜各項國家
大事：從收割到狩獵、戰爭到和平。但從東漢（西元三世紀）開始，在實用
之外，中國文字的美感，開始受到重視，成了書法家抒發個人創意的渠道。從
此，書法成為百藝之首，而繪畫則為其近親附庸。

書法藝術是以筆濡墨，書於紙絹之上。想要在吸水性高的紙上隨心所欲、
毫無差池地揮毫，書家必須練就高度的專注力、平衡感與控制力。除了這三項
特質之外，還需要其發揮個人獨特的直覺與正覺，正因如此，書道和詩藝、畫
藝與樂道（「琴」，亦即古箏）這三大中國藝術完全相通，都可說是一門詮釋
的藝術。我們可以說，書法家就像鋼琴家一樣，後者詮釋作曲家創作的樂譜，
但他的指法，正如優秀書法家的筆法，都延伸自詮釋者的慧心領會。

儘管書法因歷代書法大師、書論家、鑑賞家和收藏家的推崇而成為中國主
要的精英藝術，但千百年來，也一直是千萬中國平民習以為常的普遍技藝，因
為大家始終相信書法可以修身養性，啟發性靈。

然而，書法與文人學者間，始終有著密不可分的關係，而他們傑出的書藝
成就，讓書法得以體現中國文化的核心價值…和諧…包括社會結構，或人與天
地韻律之間的和諧關係。也因此，文人、士子的終極目標是能參與動態的創作
環境，並協助推動整體社會秩序。這樣一位精英學者的形象可能超越其他文化
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Peacock: Pearl, 2012
Ink, acrylic and lacquer on paper 
68 × 135  cm (27 × 53  in)

Wei Ligang has been at the forefront of contemporary ink 
painting’s development from its beginning, and he was one 
of the organizers of the June 1999 ‘Bashu Parade’ exhibition. 
Wei studied mathematics at the Nankai University in 
Tianjin and he became the president of the calligraphy 
society at the university. After graduating in 1985, Wei was 
assigned to teach mathematics at the Teachers’ Training 
School in the industrial city of Taiyuan, but he succeeded 
in persuading the school to allow him to teach calligraphy 
in 1988. His training in mathematics has contributed to 
his abstract form of calligraphy. Wei Ligang constantly 
deconstructs and re-forms the characters in his paintings 
while hinting at traditional script-forms (such as formal, 
running, or ‘grass’ script), thus declaring his deep roots in 
Chinese culture. His works were included in the pioneering 
exhibition organized by Gordon Barrass at the British 
Museum in 2002.

Along the Vivid Outlines of the 
Aged Ridge, a Wild Stream Splashes 
and the Deer Flee in Shock, 2011
Ink and acrylic on paper 
Each panel: 245 × 123  cm (961/2 × 481/2  in)

魏
立
刚

Wei Ligang
b. 1964, Datong, Shanxi



White Stars, 2011 
Ink on paper 
76 × 84  cm (30 × 33  in)

Chun-yi Lee moved to Hong Kong in 1970 and graduated 
from the Chinese University there, where he was deeply 
influenced by his teacher Liu Kuo-sung. Lee obtained his 
MFA from the Graduate Program of Fine Arts of Tunghai 
University in Taiwan, and he was recently awarded his 
PhD in Chinese art history at the Arizona State University. 
The artist is clearly aware of his hybrid and transcultural 
experience, both in his art-critical outlook and in his art. 
Inspired by the ancient technique of Chinese ink-rubbing, 
he uses a small cork block to stamp the paper with variable 
pressure and in different directions; this creates seemingly 
traditional yet deconstructed landscapes. White Stars is a 
beautiful example of Lee’s idiosyncratic visual language. 

李
君
毅

Chun-yi Lee
b. 1965, Kaohsiung, Taiwan
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Honeymoon: Pregnancy, 2011
Ink and gold leaf on paper 
200 × 160   cm (783/4 × 63  in)

Good Times: Spring Breeze, 2014
Ink and gold leaf on paper 
198 × 82   cm (78 × 321/4  in)

 Yao Jui-chung is now recognised as one of the most 
innovative Chinese artists of his generation. His work runs 
against the current of much of the mainstream avant-garde 
in its unabashed delight in producing a visual experience 
for the viewer that is beautiful as well as intellectually 
provocative. He is well-known for his works on paper, 
as well as his versatile experiments in photography, 
installation, performance, video and sculpture. He is also a 
curator, art critic and art historian and has been dedicated 
to evaluating and promoting Taiwanese contemporary art 
both in Taiwan and internationally. He graduated from 
Taipei National University of the Arts and continues to teach 
at the University. He also represented Taiwan at the Venice 
Biennale in 1997.

姚
瑞
中

Yao Jui-chung
b. 1969, Taipei, Taiwan



The Propositions of Alignment (D), 2014
Ink and acrylic on paper 
84 × 83  cm (33 × 321/2  in)

 Zheng Chongbin studied in China before traveling to the 
United States where he received an MFA from the San 
Francisco Art Institute in 1991. He received his BFA from the 
Chinese Painting Department, Zhejiang Academy of Fine 
Arts (now China Academy of Fine Arts), Hangzhou in 1984 
and subsequently taught at the China Academy of Fine Arts 
from 1984 to 1988. Like many other contemporary Chinese 
artists, he is bi-cultural, spending his time between China 
and the US. His work reflects influences from both cultures, 
and his richly textured ink surface confronts issues of form 
as well as a loftier metaphysical dimension. His recent 
projects include a commission for The Sand’s Corporation 
at Marina Bay Sands Integrated Resort in Singapore and a 
commission for the San Francisco Asian Art Museum.

鄭
重
賓

Zheng Chongbin
b. 1961, Shanghai
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Friends, 2008
Ink and colour on paper 
138 × 69  cm (541/4 × 271/2  in)

Killing Time, 2009
Ink and colour on paper 
49.5 × 44.5  cm (191/2 × 171/2  in)

Li Jin is one of the best-known and most unorthodox 
artists in the so-called New Literati group of ink painters. 
Before his study in the Painting Department at the Tianjin 
Academy of Fine Arts, where he now teaches, Li studied 
dyeing and weaving at the Tianjin Academy of Arts and 
Crafts, which partly explains his mastery of pattern and 
colour. Li Jin gradually formed his uniquely playful style 
in the early 1990s, and is now famous for his seductive 
depictions of the good life. In contrast to the formality and 
stereotyped subjects of historical literati painting – often 
derived from famous texts, pictures by earlier masters, or 
both – food and wine and the simple things in today’s life 
are Li’s subject matter. The Falstaffian figure that appears 
repeatedly in his work is modelled on himself, and the 
flirtatious, enticing young women are the artist’s ideal of 
female beauty. 

李
津

Li Jin
b. 1958, Tianjin



Autumn Wind Blows on the Leaves, 2005
Ink and colour on paper 
65 × 65  cm (251/2 × 251/2  in)

 Zhu Daoping graduated from the Fine Arts Department of 
Nanjing Art Academy in 1977. In 1973, Zhu’s paintings were 
first exhibited in the annual national art exhibition, and 
since 1998 he has been the Nanjing Institute of Calligraphy 
and Painting’s president. In 2004, he received the first 
prestigious Huang Binhong Award, named after the leading 
literati painter of the early 20th century. Having grown up 
near Nanjing, Zhu’s art is closely related to the New Jinling 
(Nanjing) School, painters deeply influenced by Fu Baoshi 
(1904–1965), who revivified the local landscape tradition of 
southern China and the Yangtze River. While the dotted 
surfaces in his paintings are reminiscent of the style of 
earlier Nanjing masters such as Mei Qing (1623–1697) and 
Shitao (1642–c. 1707), Zhu goes further by rediscovering and 
emphasizing the relationship between dots, lines, and the 
pictorial surface; he has created a modern aesthetic that is 
still rooted in the long Chinese tradition of painting.

朱
道
平

Zhu Daoping
b. 1949, Huangyan, Zhejiang
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Calligraphy 5, 1982
Ink on paper 
101.6 × 68 .6 cm (40 × 27  in)

Gu Wenda moved to New York in 1987, and has become one 
of the highest-profile members of the Chinese diaspora. 
Although studying traditional Chinese painting, Gu became 
one of the leading figures in the New Wave art movement 
of the mid-1980s, when he utilized the technical skills 
he acquired in school for his iconoclastic painting and 
calligraphy projects. Calligraphy 5 (1982) exemplifies Gu’s 
revolt against the tyranny of the traditional aesthetics of 
brush and ink (bimo) by subverting it. The unconventional 
composition of the painting has created a spiritual and 
surreal world, which reflects the mentality of the Chinese 
society and idealist art of the 1980s, when huge social 
changes took place. By combining different character 
components, Gu has invented unreadable characters to 
investigate the power of the written word. In most of 
these works, he places these powerfully symbolic pseudo-
characters in vast surreal spaces.

谷
文
达

Gu Wenda
b. 1955, Shanghai
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Fissuring: Red Rock and Snowy Mountain, 2011
Acrylic and paper on canvas 
182 × 182  cm (712/3 × 712/3  in)

 Qiu Deshu, one of the few Chinese artists to have received 
international recognition since the 1980s, studied 
traditional ink painting and seal carving when he was a 
child. However, the Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution 
interrupted his career in art, and he was sent to work at a 
plastics factory. In the late 1970s, Qiu picked up ink painting 
again and co-founded the Grass Painting Society (Caocao 
huashe), one of China’s first experimental art groups of 
the post-Mao period. In the early 1980s, he developed his 
signature style of works called ‘fissuring’ (liebian). This is 
a metaphor for the artist’s life and artistic career, both of 
which have experienced dramatic disruptions and setbacks. 
In these works, he applies vivid colours to xuan paper, which 
he tears up; Qiu mounts the fragments to a base layer, often 
leaving space between, to create a pictorial field with the 
‘cracks’ that he feels are symbolic of life’s journey.

仇
德
树

Qiu Deshu
b. 1948, Shanghai
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(detail)

Stranger than Paradise - Grey, 2011
Ink on paper, mounted on canvas 
198.5 × 92  cm (78 × 36  in)

 Yang Jiechang graduated from the Chinese Painting 
Department of Guangzhou Academy of Fine Arts in 1982.  
Afterwards he spent two years formally studying Daoism 
under the Master Huangtao at Mount Luofu, which had 
a profound influence on his art. Upon his marriage to 
the writer and critic Martina Köppel-Yang, he moved to 
Paris in 1988. Yang’s extensive training in Chinese and 
European artistic traditions has given him uncommon 
versatility: his works range from painting, collage, and 
sculpture to multimedia installation, site-specific works, 
and performance. Yang gained international recognition 
through the exhibition of his large monochrome ink 
paintings in Les Magiciens de la Terre at the Centre Georges 
Pompidou in Paris in 1989. He also exhibited in the 
landmark China Avant/Garde exhibition at Beijing’s China 
National Art Gallery that year. 

杨
诘
苍

Yang Jiechang
b. 1956, Foshan, Guangdong



Lijiang, 2011
Graphite on paper 
120 × 140   cm (471/4 × 55   in)

Qiu Jie started to learn painting by copying illustrations of 
the Red Guards in newspapers at the age of ten. In 1981, he 
graduated from the School of Decorative Arts in Shanghai 
and began to work as an art designer in the Shanghai 
Instrument Factory. In 1989, recommended by two Swiss 
artists, Qiu Jie studied multimedia art at the School of Fine 
Arts in Geneva. Currently living and working in China, 
France, and Switzerland, Qiu uses the simplest tools – 
graphite pencil and paper – to express his concern about 
the life experience of the generation in China who went 
through the Cultural Revolution. Signing with the sobriquet 
‘The Mountain Man Who Lives Outside His Hometown’ 
(Taxiang shanren), Qiu Jie’s works connect his accomplished 
draftsmanship to the style of the propaganda posters from 
the Cultural Revolution era. 

邱
节

Qiu Jie
b. 1961, Shanghai
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Early Spring, 2010
Ink and colour on paper 
243 × 247  cm (953/4 × 971/4  in)

Li moved to Hong Kong in 1979, where he has been the 
editor for art magazines such as The World of Collectors and 
Dragon Roots Art Magazine and went to Canada in 1996, where 
he now lives. Although he first taught himself western-
derived painting, Li began to study Chinese classical 
literature, poetry, and landscape painting in the 1960s. His 
paintings are constructions of landscape elements without 
a specific relationship to any one geographical site. Li Xubai 
maintains his connection with the contemporary world 
by creating a seemingly flat pictorial space and a pixilated 
effect reminiscent of digital media. By choosing to paint 
in a classically derived style, Li Xubai asserts his cultural 
identity while working in a foreign land. The poems he 
inscribes on his paintings in traditional literatus fashion 
usually mention his foreign residence, echoing numerous 
inscriptions by painterly predecessors who wistfully 
invoked their own political exile.

李
虚
白

Li Xubai
b. 1940, Fuzhou, Fujian
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The Ancient Palace Cypress Fishing  
the Old Rising Sun, 2002
Ink and colour on paper 
136 × 69.5  cm (531/2 × 271/3  in)

 Lo Ch’ing is a poet, painter, and calligrapher. He moved 
to Taiwan in 1949. At an early age, Lo learned classical ink 
painting of the court tradition. Subsequently, he studied in 
the English Department of Fu Jen University, and received 
an MA degree in Comparative Literature from the University 
of Washington, Seattle, in 1974. He has been both a professor 
of literature and a professor of fine arts in universities in 
Taiwan, the United States, the United Kingdom, Prague, 
and mainland China. His poems have been published and 
translated into many languages, and Lo Ch’ing is regarded 
as one of the pioneers of post-modern poetry in Taiwan. He 
has also been a major innovator in ink painting, for which 
he has created a new visual vocabulary that deconstructs 
the classical forms of Chinese landscape by introducing into 
his compositions abstract and geometric elements, as well 
as unexpected contemporary motifs. 

罗
青

Lo Ch’ing
b. 1948, Qingdao, Shandong
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Peach Blossom  
Spring Revisited  
by Flying, 2009 
Ink and colour on paper 
137 × 69  cm (54 × 271/4  in)  (detail)



What Can I Escape? 2000
Ink and colour on paper 
189.2 × 96.5  cm (741/2 × 38  in)

Born in Tianjin in 1959, Li Xiaoxuan is one of the most 
prominent of the wave of innovators producing the New 
Literati Painting in contemporary China. He graduated from 
the Chinese Painting Department at the Tianjin Academy 
of Fine Arts in 1982. Because of the nude figures in his 
graduation piece, as a form of punishment, he was assigned 
to work in a local library. Supported by several art professors, 
Li started to teach Chinese painting at the Tianjin Academy 
of Fine Arts in 1985, and continues to teach there. Deeply 
influenced by German Expressionism, Li is interested in 
probing people’s psychological state. Since the late 1980s, he 
has used dense brushwork to depict the seemingly mundane 
and insignificant men and women in Chinese cities, 
especially in Tianjin. In his paintings, Li alludes, with more 
than a touch of desperate humour, to the loneliness, anxiety 
and helplessness of modern city dwellers and presents 
them in works of highly expressive draftsmanship and 
psychological insight.

李
孝
萱

Li xiaoxuan
b.1959, Tianjin
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Born in Hebei Province, Jizi moved as a young man to 
Beijing where, rather than embark on a classical academic 
fine art education, he immersed himself in the study of 
the Mustard Seed Garden Manual of Painting which has been 
perhaps the single most individual cultural source for ink 
painters in the past three centuries. Over the following 
years, Jizi concentrated on developing his own brush and 
ink technique, evolving from his study of Song period 
masterpieces into an original and expressive abstraction 
that he refers to as the Dao of Ink. While there is a broad 
network of pictorial references in his latest works, intimate 
links with the classical canon and the calligraphic gesture 
remain strikingly evident. However, he is deeply aware 
of the need for contemporary ink artists to address the 
imperatives of a contemporary world that is no longer 
satisfied with the stale painterly formulae of earlier eras, 
however accomplished. Jizi now lives and works in Beijing, 
and his upcoming projects include a major solo exhibition at 
Beijing’s 798 White Box Museum. 

姬
子

JIZI
b. 1942, Xuanhua, Hebei Province

Invention, 2014
Ink on paper 
121 × 83   cm (473/4 × 323/4  in)

38



Spring Picturesque, 1997
Ink and colour on silk 
175 × 91.5   cm (69 × 36  in)(detail) 

Yuan Jai studied Chinese painting at the National Taiwan 
Normal University and received her MA degree from the 
Catholic University of Leuven in 1966. In 1968 she received 
her doctorate from the Royal Institute for the Preservation 
of Cultural Artifacts. Yuan’s early interest in Art Deco, Art 
Nouveau, Cubism and Surrealism were fundamental to her 
later stylistic development. Upon returning to Taiwan, Yuan 
Jai worked for decades in the Department of Antiquities at 
the National Palace Museum in Taipei. Her own paintings 
were originally inspired by landscapes in thick mineral 
pigments and often with primitive-looking or archaistic 
compositions, in the so-called ‘blue-and-green style’, which 
were often on display at the museum. The main pictorial 
source for her work has been examples of the master 
paintings in the museum, but Yuan Jai has integrated 
her own very contemporary structure to create artworks 
that have been streamlined into geometric elements of 
vibrant colour.

袁
旃

Yuan Jai
b. 1941, Chongqing, Sichuan



Monument 1: Economy Thoughts of 
Revolutionary Slogans (Set of 16), 2007
Chromogenic prints and ink on paper 
Each panel: 95.3 × 95.3  cm (371/2 × 371/2  in) 
Set of 16: 381.2 × 381.2  cm (16: 150 × 150  in)

 Qiu Zhijie is one of the most talented and versatile artists 
in contemporary China. He studied printmaking at the 
Zhejiang Academy of Fine Arts, Hangzhou, and graduated in 
1992. Teaching there now, he is one of the most influential 
exponents of new media in China. Qiu’s often conceptual 
works come in photography, video, performance, stone-
carving, painting, or calligraphy; he is also an influential 
curator, critic, and teacher. Many of his works deeply 
explore the nature and meaning of the cultural tradition 
he has inherited. For Monument I: Revolutionary Slogans on 
Economic Issues, 2007, Qiu utilized one of the most traditional 
techniques – ink rubbing – to convey slogans exploring 
public involvement in economic development. The ironic 
mixture of an ancient method of transmitting texts with 
contemporary content provokes people to rethink the 
relationship between tradition and today’s society. He was 
the curator for the 2012 Shanghai Biennale.

邱
志
杰

Qiu Zhijie
b. 1969, Zhangzhou, Fujian

42



Colourful House and Green Land, 1999
Ink and colour on paper 
67 × 118  cm (261/2 × 461/2  in)

 Pan Hsin-hua’s brush-and-ink style is firmly rooted in the 
Chinese painting tradition. Currently living and teaching 
in Hualien, Taiwan, he graduated from Taipei National 
University of the Arts, and his works have been exhibited 
extensively in Taiwan. Pan skilfully blends both the past 
and the present in paintings that examine the relevance of 
tradition in contemporary culture. His archaism echoes the 
‘blue-and-green style’ that uses opaque mineral pigments in 
a mode traditionally thought most appropriate for depicting 
idealized and utopian world. This follows in the mould of the 
masters of the late Song and early Yuan dynasties as well 
as those of the late Ming period who in turn evoked them. 
At the same time, Pan introduces an ironic and irreverent 
flavour into his work by integrating unconventional 
pictorial elements, often from other cultures, and usually of 
an explicitly contemporary and playful nature.

潘
信
华

Pan Hsin-hua
b. 1966, Taitung, Taiwan
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Beijing Jietai Temple:  
Ancient Pine Tree, 2006
Ink and colour on paper 
171 × 224  cm (671/4 × 881/4  in)

 Zeng Xiaojun graduated from the Central Academy of 
Fine Arts in 1981. He moved to the United States in 1983 
and lived for the next fourteen years in Boston, where he 
exhibited and taught until 1997. Drawing inspiration from 
the literati landscape painting tradition, especially works 
by Shen Zhou (1427–1509) and Wen Zhengming (1470–1559) 
of the Ming period, Zeng extracts rocks and trees from the 
context of landscape and depicts them as isolated objects. 
Employing a delicate balance between dry and wet, lines 
and dots, his meticulously executed paintings remind us of 
the Chinese intellectuals’ fascination with these subjects as 
embodiments of their own spiritual perseverance in times 
of difficulty and turbulence. Together the work of Liu Dan, 
Zeng Xiaojun’s ink paintings are a powerful example of how 
the high culture of traditional China can be reinvigorated 
for contemporary society.

曾
小
俊

Zeng Xiaojun 
b. 1954, Beijing

46



Intoxicated Autumn, 2012
Ink and colour on paper 
96.5 × 172  cm (38 × 68  in)

Autumn Hue in Meadow, 2006
Ink and colour on paper 
87 × 100  cm (341/8 × 393/4  in)

 Yang Yanping is one of the most distinguished 
contemporary ink painters from China. She studied 
architecture at Tsinghua University, where she married one 
of her painting teachers, Zeng Shanqing. After she graduated 
in 1958, and a brief spell of teaching factory design, Yang 
decided to study art at the Oil Painting Department of 
the Beijing Art Academy. At the same time she studied 
traditional Chinese painting on her own. In 1986, both 
Yang and her husband were awarded fellowships from the 
State University of New York at Stony Brook, and they have 
remained in America ever since. Yang is well versed in 
many traditional styles but has excelled in depicting the 
lotus flower, a symbol of purity, transience, the fragility 
of nature, and the potential for regeneration. Yang’s ideals 
of high visual quality and an artistic autonomy allows her 
to embrace modernism without jettisoning the lessons 
from the classical Chinese world of high culture. Her 
recent exhibitions include a major retrospective at The Art 
Museum of Beijing Fine Art Academy in 2013.

杨
燕
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Yang Yanping
b. 1934, Nanjing, Jiangsu



Transmution 05-13, 2008
Ink and colour on paper 
101 × 105.5  cm (393/4 × 411/2 in)

Leung Kui Ting moved to Hong Kong in 1948 and has held 
various teaching positions. In the 1990s he exhibited on 
the mainland and traveled widely there. A figure in Hong 
Kong’s New Ink Painting movement that grew up around 
Lui Shou-kwan, Leung has experimented with many 
different styles that synthesize classical ink painting with 
modern art. However, the rocks, trees, and mountains 
that have been the subject of the literati painters over the 
past 600 years have remained his principal interest. In his 
series of paintings entitled Zan Zak Zen, he portrays the 
fantastically shaped Chinese scholar’s rocks as if they were 
cliffs and mountains. In another series entitled Words 
from Stones, magically floating mountains, again evoking 
scholar’s rocks, are juxtaposed with finely drawn diagrams 
and graphs, thus creating a world of tension, as well as 
resolution, between old and new.

梁
巨
廷

Leung Kui Ting 
b. 1945, Guangzhou, Guangdong
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I-Ching – Da Zhuang, 2014
Ink on paper 
179.6 × 96.2  cm (703/4 × 373/4  in)

 Wang Dongling is one of the most successful and gifted 
of the modernist calligraphers in China and one of the few 
who has for many years enjoyed an international reputation. 
At 17, he was admitted into the Department of Fine Arts at 
Nanjing Normal University and studied calligraphy. During 
the Cultural Revolution, Wang survived by writing big-
character posters, a job that ironically provided him with 
an artistic freedom not available at the university. After 
the Cultural Revolution he attended the Zhejiang Academy 
of Fine Arts in Hangzhou, where he is currently vice-chair 
of the Calligraphy Department. Wang began developing 
a new form of composition that synthesizes traditional 
Chinese aesthetics with modernist art. Usually there are 
no decipherable Chinese characters in his works, which 
have become closer to abstract painting than to calligraphy. 
Wang Dongling has been enormously influential on the 
whole development of contemporary calligraphy and 
ink painting.

王
冬
龄

Wang Dongling
b. 1945, Jiangsu Province
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Polo Play, 2008
Ink and colour on paper 
95.9 × 128.3  cm (373/4 × 501/2  in)

Zeng Shanqing graduated from the Central Academy of Fine 
Arts, where he studied under the distinguished painter 
Xu Beihong (1896–1953), whose ideal of combining Chinese 
ink painting with European styles of realistic drawing has 
deeply influenced Zeng. After finishing his graduate school 
in 1952, Zeng taught at the Central Academy. From that time, 
Zeng also lectured in the Department of Architecture at 
Tsinghua University; there he met and married his wife, the 
painter Yang Yanping. Zeng’s career was disrupted by the 
Cultural Revolution in the mid-1960s, and he was not able to 
resume teaching and painting until 1976. In 1986, both Zeng 
and his wife went as fellows to the State University of New 
York at Stony Brook, and they have remained on Long Island 
ever since. Like his teacher, Xu Beihong, Zeng Shanqing’s 
best-known subject is the horse. His powerful brushwork 
and dynamic compositional rhythms embody his profound 
sympathy for the values of political liberty.

曾
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Zeng Shanqing
b. 1932, Beijing
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La Mémoire Lointaine, 2009
Ink on paper 
145 × 144.5 cm (57 × 563/4 in)

Gao Xingjian was awarded the Nobel Prize for Literature 
in 2000. During the 1960s and the 1970s, Gao worked as 
a translator while writing novels and painting. During 
the Cultural Revolution he was sent to the countryside 
for re-education and burned some of his manuscripts. In 
the 1980s, he published experimental literature as well 
as nonfiction, but after one of his plays was banned in 
1986, Gao retreated to nature and spent ten months in the 
mountains of Sichuan. In 1987, Gao Xingjian moved to Paris 
where he still lives. The expressive paintings that spring 
from Gao’s introspection are characterized by a spontaneity 
of touch, and their ink tones that range from subtle grays 
to jet blacks can either absorb or emit light. His style can be 
characterized as that of ‘writing of the idea’ (literally, xieyi), 
which allows him to create subtle, intuitive works that 
move between figurative and abstract art.

高
行
建

Gao Xingjian
b. 1940, Ganzhou, Jiangxi
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In the Wind, 2009
Ink and colour on paper 
200 × 90  cm (783/4 × 351/2  in)

 Liu Qinghe graduated from the Tianjin Academy of Arts 
and Crafts in 1976, and later received graduate training from 
both the Folk Art Department and the Chinese Painting 
Department at the Central Academy of Fine Arts. Over the 
years, Liu has sought to find ways to make ink painting 
relevant to contemporary life and has created a series of 
paintings that focus on fleeting moments in people’s daily 
lives. His broad brushstrokes and vivid draftsmanship, 
derived from the long tradition of the conceptual sketch 
(xieyi) style, are used to enhance his depiction of the 
reality of individual human beings grappling with 
the hard realities of industrializing China. Water is a 
frequent subject in Liu Qinghe’s paintings. Depicting the 
isolation and helplessness of the swimmers in the water, 
Liu evokes the crisis and pressure that people undergo in 
contemporary society. 

刘
庆
和

Liu Qinghe
b. 1961, Tianjin
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Desire Scenery  
Series 0009, 2012
Ink and tea on paper 
200 × 125  cm (783/4 × 491/4  in)

Desire, Landscape No. 11.1, 2011
Ink and tea on paper 
100 × 200  cm (391/2 × 281/4  in)

 Qin Feng is an iconoclastic artist who is actively involved 
in China’s avant-garde art movement. He studied mural 
painting at the Shandong University of Art and was one of 
the only two people in Shandong Province who radically 
experimented with imported styles of contemporary art 
during that period. From 1996 to 1999, Qin Feng taught at 
the Berlin University of Art while further exploring the 
possibilities of synthesizing modernism and the ink-
painting tradition. In 1999, he moved to Boston where he 
currently resides. Before brushing ink on numerous layers 
of xuan paper, Qin often dyes it with tea and coffee as a 
metaphorical gesture of two cultures blending together. 
His fluid ink and dynamic brush technique has developed 
into a style that is related to Abstract Expressionism in 
its openness to chance and emphasis on gesture. His 
works are a persuasive manifestation of the vitality of the 
calligraphic tradition. 

秦
风

Qin Feng
b. 1961, Xinjiang Uyghur, Autonomous Region



Digital – No09-MH81, 2009
Ink on paper with burn marks 
Small panel: 62 × 21.5   cm (241/2 × 81/2   in)  
Large panel: 181 × 61.5  cm (711/4 × 241/4  in)

Wang Tiande is one of the most innovative calligraphers 
in China: he recently created calligraphic works by the 
planting of new grass or by having sheep eat grass away in 
the shape of characters. A graduate of the Chinese Painting 
Department at the Zhejiang Academy of Fine Arts in 1988, he 
is now dean and professor at the Art and Design Department 
at Fudan University in Shanghai. Wang’s art is a serious 
meditation on the precarious relation between permanence 
and fleeting efflorescence, between the material and the 
immaterial, between past and present, between tradition 
and contemporaneity. He started to create his Digital series 
when he was on an artist’s residency in Paris in 2002. 
His direct encounter with contemporary art, especially 
conceptual art, in Paris not only inspired him to new 
approaches in his own work but also further convinced him 
of his love for the language of ink.

王
天
德

Wang Tiande
b. 1960, Shanghai
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